Acute phase reactants and suppressive E-receptor factor in various groups of patients receiving autolymphocyte therapy.
The levels of selected acute phase proteins (APP) and of tumor-associated suppressive E-receptor factor (SER) were determined in sequential serum specimens from (1) cancer patients under treatment with autolymphocyte therapy (ALT) or plasmapheresis, (2) patients with acute infections, (3) patients with autoimmune disorders, and (4) other nonmalignant diseases. The absolute serum levels of APP, including SER, and their patterns of change over time are shown to differ significantly between cancer and non-cancer patients. The absolute levels of APP and the patterns of change over time appear to be useful indicators of immune status and predictors of antitumor response to autolymphocyte (and possibly other anti-cancer) therapy.